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Welcome to St. John’s 

Our parish is comprised of the young and the old, the old-timer and the newcomer, 
married, divorced, partnered and single, gay and straight, rich and poor.  We at Saint 
John’s are a small and proud part of the wonderful diversity that makes Sharon what it 
is.  We celebrate the baptismal command to respect the dignity of every human being.  
We strive to show radical hospitality to everyone and believe every person is a beloved 
child of God.
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The Word of God
 Organ Voluntary 
 Opening Hymn (please see the service leaflet)
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 Alleluia. Christ is risen.
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The Lord is risen indeed. Al - le - lu - ia.

Al -  le  -  lu    -     ia,    al  -  le  -  lu     -     ia,          al  -  le     -     lu -  ia.

 Collect of the Day 
 First Reading 
 Psalm (sung, please see the service leaflet) 
  

Our method of chanting the Psalms to plainsong tones is as follows: The verses are 
sung alternately by the schola and the congregation. While the schola is finishing 
a verse, the congregation is slowly and steadily inhaling in order to begin chanting 
their verse immediately upon the conclusion of the preceding verse. At the half 
verse, the singers first exhale whatever breath remains in them, then slowly and 
steadily take in a fresh breath in order to sing the second half of the verse. Thus 
there is a long pause at the half-verse, and none at all between verses. This makes 
for a counter-intuitive silence at the half-verse that I believe compels the listener to 
really think on—to meditate on—the words of the Psalm. 

The long, slow breathing keeps us focused on what we’re doing, and has an almost 
magical way of promoting a sense of one-mindedness among us.  

The whole exercise is not unlike that of yoga. When one is alert to what is 
happening in silence, the sounds one makes seem to flow out effortlessly, and more 
meaningfully. 

 Second Reading

congregation:

      Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 
       People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
      Gospel 
     Priest: The Gospel of the Lord. 
      People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

 Sermon
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 Let us go forth in peace.  Alleluia, alleluia.

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
O God of the crucified and risen One, from whom no trial 
or trouble can separate us: you feed us with your Word and 
soothe us with your Spirit, closer to us than breath itself.  
Make us glad this day for the life of your servant Jesus, and 
make us servants of all for the sake of Jesus, who for our sake 
gave his life for the salvation of all.  In the name of Jesus, 
your Son, our Lord. 
Amen. 

Announcements 
Blessing 
Closing Hymn (please see the service leaflet)
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Psalm 63.1–4 DEUS, DEUS MEUS 

1. (cantor/schola) O God, you are my God; eagerly I séek you; * 
  my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, 
  as in a barren and dry land where there is | no wáter. 

2. (assembly) Therefore I have gazed upon you in your hóly place, * 
  that I might behold your power and | your glóry. 

3. For your loving-kindness is better than life itsélf; * 
  my lips | shall gíve you praise. 

4. So will I bless you as long as I líve * 
  and lift up my hands | in yóur name.

All are invited to partake of the food and drink that they have provided.  Those sharing 
a meal are encouraged to serve each other.
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Blessing Over Wine 
Presider: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.  
You create the fruit of the vine; and you refresh us with the cup of 
salvation in the Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  May the time 
come quickly when we can share that cup again, even as you are 
with us now in our very thirst for you.  We thank you for your 
continued presence in our lives.  You said “I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts.  I will be their God; they 
shall be my people.”  Glory to you for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Blessing over Bread 
Presider: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.  
You bring forth bread from the earth; and you have fed us on our 
with with the bread of life in the Body of your Son Jesus Christ.  
Let us be fed again soon with that bread of life.  And as grain 
scattered upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so gather your 
Church in every place into the kingdom of your Son.  You said, 
“And no longer shall each one teach one’s neighbor and each one’s 
sibling, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord.  For I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”  To 
you be glory and power for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Blessing Over the Other Foods 
Presider: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe.  
You have blessed the earth to bring forth food to satisfy our 
hunger.  Let this food strengthen us in the Eucharistic fast that is 
before us, that following our Savior in the way of the cross, we may 
come to the joy of his resurrection.  For yours is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory, now and for ever.  Amen.

 Concluding Collect 
 Blessing Hymn (please see the service leaflet)

The Lord’s Prayer

Presider - And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say:

All are encouraged to bring out a bit of food and a bit of drink for the blessing, and to 
place these items on a table before them.


