
Please place your service booklet on the narthex table as you leave, so that we 

may reuse or recycle it - and thanks!

Post-Communion Prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Word of God

 Organ Voluntary 
 Opening Hymn (please see the service leaflet)  
 Opening Greeting

 Collect for Purity

 Announcements 
 Blessing  
 Closing Hymn 
 Dismissal: Let us bless the Lord. 
 
 
               Thanks   be  to   God. 
 Organ
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Lord, have mercy

Jesus welcomes everyone to his table. We offer to everyone, without exception, 
the bread and wine that make us one with Christ.

Presider - The Gifts of God for the beloved people of God.

 Blessèd be the God of our salvation.
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congregation:

Who bears our burdens and forgives our sins.

The Lenten Service Booklet 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, Sharon 

23 High Street, Sharon MA  
www.stjohnssharon.church 

stjohnschurch.sharon@gmail.com 

Welcome to St. John’s 

Our parish is comprised of the young and the old, the old-timer and the 
newcomer, married, divorced, partnered and single, gay and straight, rich and 
poor.  We at Saint John’s are a small and proud part of the wonderful diversity 
that makes Sharon what it is.  We celebrate the baptismal command to respect 
the dignity of every human being.  We strive to show radical hospitality to 
everyone and believe every person is a beloved child of God.



 Collect of the Day 
 First Reading 
 Psalm (sung, please see the service leaflet)  
  
Our method of chanting the Psalms to plainsong tones is as follows: The verses are sung 
alternately by the schola and the congregation. While the schola is finishing a verse, the 
congregation is slowly and steadily inhaling in order to begin chanting their verse 
immediately upon the conclusion of the preceding verse. At the half verse, the singers first 
exhale whatever breath remains in them, then slowly and steadily take in a fresh breath 
in order to sing the second half of the verse. Thus there is a long pause at the half-verse, 
and none at all between verses. This makes for a counter-intuitive silence at the half-verse 
that compels the listener to really think on—to meditate on—the words of the Psalm. 

The long, slow breathing keeps us focused on what we’re doing, and has an almost 
magical way of promoting a sense of one-mindedness among us.  The whole exercise is not 
unlike that of yoga. When one is alert to what is happening in silence, the sounds one 
makes seem to flow out effortlessly, and more meaningfully. 
 
        Second Reading

 Homily

The Lord’s Prayer

Presider - And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to sing:
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Lenten Acclamation                                             Sally Slade Warner, 1973

Praise   to      you,      O     Je - sus Christ,  You  reign  in  end - less    glo    -    ry.

      Priest: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 
       People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
      Gospel 
     Priest: The Gospel of the Lord. 
      People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Lamb    of         God,         you take a - way the  sins of   the world:

  Have      mer - cy      on           us. (REPEAT)

Lamb    of         God,         you take a - way the  sins of   the world:

 Grant       us         peace.
SETTING: ANAPHORA CHANT; MASS 18

AGNUS DEI



Nicene Creed
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 Eucharistic Prayer A

                Christ   has   died,  Christ is   ris - en.   Christ will   come a - gain.

                      … now and for - e        -    ver. All: A  -  men.
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 The Peace

During the Peace, all are invited to move to the choir for the celebration of the 

Eucharist.  Offerings may be placed in the plate at this time or at the end of the 

service.

The Holy Communion
 Offertory Hymn

The Stations of the Cross, also known as the Way of the Cross, is a 
14-step devotion in the form of a pilgrimage, and echoes a practice 
that is used in the Holy Land.  We travel from station to station, and 
at each station we are invited to pray and reflect upon the events of 
Jesus Christ’s last day on earth as a man, from his condemnation to 
his burial. 

Please see the insert to this Sunday’s leaflet for the order of service. 
Lent I - Stations 1, 2, and 3 
Lent II - Stations 4, 5, and 6 
Lent III - Stations 7 and 8 
Lent IV - Stations 9 and 10 
Lent V - Stations 11 and 12 
Good Friday - Stations 13 and 14

Presider: Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.  Through 
your goodness we have this bread to offer, which earth has given 
and human hands have made.  For us it becomes the bread of 
life. 

People: Blessed be God for ever. 

Presider: Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation.  Through 
your goodness we have this cup to offer.  For us it becomes the 
cup of salvation. 

People: Blessed be God for ever.


