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The Word of God 
 Organ 
 Hymn 205         Good Christians all, rejoice and sing     GELOBT SEI GOTT 
  Presider:    Alleluia. Christ is risen.
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The Lord is risen indeed. Al - le - lu - ia.
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Our parish is comprised of the young and the old, the old-timer and the newcomer, 
married, partnered and single, gay and straight, rich and poor.  We at Saint John’s are a 
small and proud part of the wonderful diversity that makes Sharon what it is.  We 
celebrate the baptismal command to respect the dignity of every human being.  We strive 
to show radical hospitality to everyone and believe every person is a beloved child of God.

Welcome to St. John’s 

Welcome to worshipping with us this morning.  We are a small and singing church, 
and do not mind if what we sing is not perfectly in tune.  Please join the singing as 
you are able.

http://www.stjohnssharon.church
mailto:stjohnschurch.sharon@gmial.com?subject=
http://www.diomass.org
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Christ our Passover  

Al - le - lu    -    ia, Al - le - lu          -           ia,     Al - le - lu - ia, Al - le -  lu  -  ia.

 (cantor/schola) Christ our Passover has been sácrificed for us; * 

  therefore | let us keep the feast. 

 (congregation) Not with the old leaven, the leaven of málice and evil, * 

  but with the unleavened bread of sin - | cerity and truth. 

       [ANTIPHON]

 Christ being raised from the dead | will never die again; * 

  death no longer has domin - | ion over him. 

 The death he died, he died | to sin once for all; * 

  but the life he lives, | he lives to God. 

 So also consider | yourselves dead to sin, * 

  and alive to God in Je - | sus Christ our Lord.   [ANTIPHON]

 Christ has been ráised from the dead, * 

  the first fruits of those | who have fallen asleep. 

 For since by a man came death, * 

  by a man has also come the resur - | rection of the dead. 

 For as in Adam all die,  * 

  So also in Christ shall | all be made alive.   [ANTIPHON]

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom (BCP p. 102) 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-
beloved Son that when two or three are gathered in his Name you will be in 
the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be 
best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age 
to come life everlasting. Amen.

Officiant: Go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, Alleluia.

On Liturgical Theology begins with a statement that can confound anyone 
who studies theology.  Aidan Kavanagh begins with “right worship” as the 
source of “right doctrine,” and not the other way around.  He refers to 
Prosper of Aquitaine (c. 390 - c. 455) who wrote “ut legem credendi lex 
statuat supplicandi.”  This translates to “the law of the supplicants - or 
worshippers - establishes the law of believers.  Another way of saying this is 
that what we do when we gather on Sunday mornings shows us what we 
believe. 

Think about how a child learns.  She throws a ball over and over to learn how 
to throw.  The way the ball travels can be described mathematically, but she is 
not performing upper level mathematics.  She is practicing.  Later on she may 
or may not understand the physics involved, but until she can no longer lift a 
ball she will throw just as she did when she was a child. 

This is the radical idea that religion is less about what is taught than it is 
about what is done.  Think about what we hope to do in person in church 
very soon.  We take the bread, bless it, break it, and share it.  We hold a bit of 
God’s good creation in our hands, thank the Maker for the gift, and not only 
eat it but share it.  This leads to a liturgical theology where sharing is what we 
are about, because God has shown us how to do so in the Eucharist.  Meeting 
on Sunday is where we practice that generosity. 

It is not so much a case of practicing what we preach as it is preaching 
through our practice.  If what we do is what we believe, then as the Body of 
Christ what we do is share the love of God with the whole Body, as Christ 
himself has done.  Therefore, as everyone at that first table was fed, so must 
everyone share in the richness of God’s love.
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 Hymn 318                     Here, O my Lord   NYACK
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Suffrages 
Help us, O God our Savior; 

 Deliver us and forgive our sins. 
Look upon your congregation; 

 Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
Declare your glory among the nations; 

 And your wonders among all peoples. 
Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away; 

 Never forget the lives of your poor. 
Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you; 

 And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 

 So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

Collect for the Second Sunday of Easter (BCP p. 224) 
Collect for Sundays (BCP p. 98) 
Prayer for Mission 
Sermon

The General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People: Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and lovingkindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life, 
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.

Psalm 133 ECCE, QUAM BONUM! 

1. (cantor/schola) Oh, how good and pleasant it ís, * 
  when the community lives togeth - | er in únity. 

2. (congregation) It is like fine oil upon a man’s héad * 
  that runs | down upón his beard, 

3. Upon the beard of Áaron, * 
  and runs down upon the | collar óf his robe. 

4. It is like the dew of Hérmon * 
  that falls upon the | hills of Zíon. 

5. For there the Lord has ordained the bléssing: * 
  — | life for évermore. 

6. Oh, how good and pleasant it ís, * 
  when the community lives togeth - | er in únity. 

      [ALL REPEAT ANTIPHON] 

            HIS PSALM is a benediction over a peaceful community, most 
            probably the people of Israel, but appropriate too for Israelite 
            families. The history of Israel, whether of its ancestors in the  
book of Genesis or of a later period, was a history of distinct groups  
struggling to live in unity. Here that unity is declared blessed, like the holy 
oils upon the priest Aaron or the dew of the rainless summer that waters 
the crops. Dew was an important source of moisture in the dry climate. 
Hermon was a majestic snowcapped mountain visible in the north of 
Palestine.

T
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 (cantor/schola) I will sing to you, O God, for your glórious tríumph; * 

  the horse and the rider you | hurl intó the sea. 

 (congregation) O God, you are my strength ánd my réfuge; * 

  you have be - | come my Sávior. 

 You are my God and Í will práise you, * 

  the God of my people and I | will exált you.   [ANTIPHON]

 O God, you are | a mighty wárrior; * 

  you are true | to yóur Name. 

 Your right hand, O God, | is glor-ious ín might; * 

  your right hand, O God, scatters | the énemy. 

 Who is like you, | O God, amóng the gods, * 

  holy, awesome, worker | of wónders?   [ANTIPHON]

 In steadfast love you léad your péople; * 

  you guide your redeemed | with your gréat strength. 

 You bring them in safety tó your hóly place, * 

  and plant them firm | on your móuntain. 

 You bring them into your own sánctuáry. * 

  You shall reign for ever | and for év - er.   [ANTIPHON]

 Reading 1 John 1:1-2:2 
 Hymn 206         O sons and daughters, let us sing  O FILII ET FILIAE 
 Gospel John 20:19-31

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth, 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
he suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen.

 Reading Acts 4:32-35

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray.

 Canticle 8 Song of Miriam


