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 Hymn 192                  This joyful Eastertide        VREUCHTEN 
  Presider:    Alleluia. Christ is risen.
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The Lord is risen indeed. Al - le - lu - ia.
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Our parish is comprised of the young and the old, the old-timer and the newcomer, 
married, partnered and single, gay and straight, rich and poor.  We at Saint John’s are a 
small and proud part of the wonderful diversity that makes Sharon what it is.  We 
celebrate the baptismal command to respect the dignity of every human being.  We strive 
to show radical hospitality to everyone and believe every person is a beloved child of God.

Welcome to St. John’s 

Welcome to worshipping with us this morning.  We are a small and singing church, and do 
not mind if what we sing is not perfectly in tune.  Please join the singing as you are able.

equal.  Therefore the liturgy is not merely one ecclesiastical “work” or one 
theological datum among others.  It is simply the church living its “bread 
and butter” life of faith under grace, a life in which God in Christ is 
encountered regularly and dependably as in no other way for the life of the 
world.” 

On Liturgical Theology, pp. 7-8 
Aidan Kavanagh
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Christ our Passover  

Al - le - lu    -    ia, Al - le - lu          -           ia,     Al - le - lu - ia, Al - le -  lu  -  ia.

 (cantor/schola) Christ our Passover has been sácrificed for us; * 

  therefore | let us keep the feast. 

 (congregation) Not with the old leaven, the leaven of málice and evil, * 

  but with the unleavened bread of sin - | cerity and truth. 
       [ANTIPHON]

 Christ being raised from the dead | will never die again; * 

  death no longer has domin - | ion over him. 

 The death he died, he died | to sin once for all; * 
  but the life he lives, | he lives to God. 

 So also consider | yourselves dead to sin, * 
  and alive to God in Je - | sus Christ our Lord.   [ANTIPHON]

 Christ has been ráised from the dead, * 
  the first fruits of those | who have fallen asleep. 

 For since by a man came death, * 
  by a man has also come the resur - | rection of the dead. 

 For as in Adam all die,  * 
  So also in Christ shall | all be made alive.   [ANTIPHON]
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Officiant: Go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, Alleluia.

Normally I can paraphrase what I study in a way that makes it possible to cover 
a lot of ground in a short space.  This particular passage, however, strikes me 
as one which deserves consideration as a whole, so here is a deep dive into Fr. 
Kavanagh’s thought this week. 

“For the author, liturgical tradition is not merely one theological source 
among others.  Rather he regards liturgical tradition, in whatever Christian 
idiom, as the dynamic condition within which theological reflection is done, 
within which the Word of God is appropriately understood.  This is because it 
is in the Church, of which the liturgy is the sustained expression and the life, 
that the various sources of theology function precisely as sources.” 

“This means that the liturgy of a church is nothing other than that church’s 
faith in motion on certain definite and crucial levels.  This faith surely has 
other modes and levels, but these are to be evaluated finally in terms of the 
church at worship before the living God, rather than vice versa.  It cannot be 
forgotten that the church at worship is not only present to God; far more 
significantly, the living God is present to the church. God is not present to the 
worshipping church by faith but in reality; it is the church which is present by 
faith to God, and this faith reaches its most intense degree of relationship to 
its divine objective in a worshipful manner.” 

“Thus a church’s worship does not merely reflect or express its repertoire of 
faith.  It transacts the church’s faith in God under the condition of God’s real 
presence in both church and world.  The liturgy does this to a degree of 
regular comprehensiveness which no other mode or level of faith-activity can 

(continued on back page)

Thanksgiving for the Social Order 
O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank you for the 
wonderful diversity of races and cultures in this world.  Enrich our lives by 
ever-widening circles of fellowship, and show us your presence in those who 
differ most from us, until our knowledge of your love is made perfect in our 
love for all your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
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 Reading Acts 8:26-40

Suffrages 
Help us, O God our Savior; 

 Deliver us and forgive our sins. 
Look upon your congregation; 

 Give to your people the blessing of peace. 
Declare your glory among the nations; 

 And your wonders among all peoples. 
Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away; 

 Never forget the lives of your poor. 
Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you; 

 And your favor to those who are true of heart. 
Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; 

 So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

Collect for the Fifth Sunday of Easter (BCP p. 225)  
Collect for Sundays (BCP p. 98)  
Prayer for Mission  
Sermon

 Hymn 487              Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life    THE CALL

The General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People: Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and lovingkindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life, 
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.

Psalm 22.24–30 DEUS, DEUS MEUS! 

24. (cantor/schola) My praise is of God in the great assémbly; * 
  I will perform my vows  
  in the presence of those who | worship thé Lord. 

25. (congregation) The poor shall eat and be satisfied,  
 and those who seek Our God shall give práise: * 
  “May your heart | live for éver!” 

26. All the ends of the earth shall remember and túrn to God, * 
  and all the nations shall | bow befóre the Lord. 

27. For sovereignty belongs to Our Gód, * 
  who rules ov - | er the nátions. 

28. To God alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in wórship; * 
  all who go down to the dust | fall befóre the Lord. 

29. My soul shall live for God; my descendants shall sérve the Lord; * 
  they shall be known as the | Lord’s for éver. 

30. They shall come and make known to a people yet unbórn * 
  the saving | deeds that Gód has done. 

All: Glory to the Father, and to the Són, * 
  and to the  | Holy Spírit, 
As it was in the beginning, is nów, * 
  and will be for | ever.  Amen. 

            HE FIRST TWO-THIRDS of this well-known psalm is a lament and  
            a call for God’s help. This last third is an invitation to praise God  
            that in the final verses becomes a universal chorus of praise.  
“My praise… in the great assembly” refers to the one who offers a thanksgiving 
sacrifice in the temple and recounts to the other worshipers the favors received 
from God.

T
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 (cantor/schola) I will sing to you, O God, for your glórious tríumph; * 

  the horse and the rider you | hurl intó the sea. 

 (congregation) O God, you are my strength ánd my réfuge; * 
  you have be - | come my Sávior. 

 You are my God and Í will práise you, * 
  the God of my people and I | will exált you.   [ANTIPHON]

 O God, you are | a mighty wárrior; * 
  you are true | to yóur Name. 

 Your right hand, O God, | is glor-ious ín might; * 

  your right hand, O God, scatters | the énemy. 

 Who is like you, | O God, amóng the gods, * 

  holy, awesome, worker | of wónders?   [ANTIPHON]

 In steadfast love you léad your péople; * 

  you guide your redeemed | with your gréat strength. 

 You bring them in safety tó your hóly place, * 
  and plant them firm | on your móuntain. 

 You bring them into your own sánctuáry. * 
  You shall reign for ever | and for év - er.   [ANTIPHON]

 Reading 1 John 4:7-21 
 Hymn 304           I come with joy to meet my Lord    LAND OF REST 
 Gospel John 15:1-8

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth,  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
he suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray.

 Canticle 8 Song of Miriam


